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quite matured, it has exactly the colour of a black-heart cherry;
the mesocarp has a slight astringent taste.
habitat.—Islands of the Pacific: Vanua Levu, Viti Levu,
Tongan and Samoan Islands.
uses.—The leaves are made into fans, *Iri masei' or *Ai Viu,»
which (in Seemanii's time) were only allowed to be used by the
chiefs, as those of the Talipot formerly were in Ceylon. The
common people had to content themselves with fans made of Pan-
damts caricosus. "Hence, though there is not a village of im-
portance without the Sakiki, or, as it is termed in the Samosomo
dialect, which suppresses the letter k, Saii, there are never more
than one or two solitary specimens to be met with in any place,
the demand for the leaves being so limited, that they prove
sufficient for the supply. The fans are from two to three feet
across and have a border made of a flexible wood. They serve
as a protection both from the sun and rain; during a shower of
rain the fan is laid almost horizontally on the head, the water
being allowed to run down behind the back of the bearer. The
leaves are never employed as thatch, though their texture would
seem to recommend them for that purpose: the trunk, however,
is occasionally used for ridge-beams," (Seemann.)
cultivation in europe.—Of all the palms introduced in
Europe there is none that could rival as regards ornamental
effect this magnificent palm. It was discovered by Seemann 011
the Fiji Islands and some other isles of the Pacific Ocean.
The regular globular silhouette of the crown of leaves borne
on a straight erect stem gives the tree a very fine appearance.
In the European hothouses the large leaves with long unarmed
stalks are at once distinguished amongst the leaves of other
palms. The gigantic fans are sometimes 5 feet broad and 4 feet long.
Whilst young the leaves are covered with a tawny down which
disappears very soon. The imported seeds germinate rapidly.
illustration.—We reproduce on Plate XXIX the photograph
of Pritckardia pacifica kindly supplied by Col. Gage. The
specimen represented is growing in the Royal Botanic Gardens
of Sibpur, Calcutta.
11.    WASHINGTONIA H. WENDL. EOT. ZEIT,
XXXVII, (1879) 68.
The genus is dedicated to George Washington.

